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shot a partridge, and a motor dashed off with it to the Palace. The
suite are believed to be pro-German, but Herschell could not detect
it. Some of the ladies are bigoted Catholics. The Queen Mother
deplores the decay of friendship between England and Austria, and
the feeling seemed to be rather pro-Austrian and anti-French. King
Alfonso said: "I had to convince the Germans of my neutrality,
so I cracked up their army and showed my friendship by giving them
pieces of information which I knew they had already. In any case,
even if Germany was victorious, there could be no bond between
her and Spain. Our destinies must always lie with the Western
Powers."
Dec. 21. I had my first interview with Sir George Cave, the new
Home Secretary, having ascertained from Sir Edward Troup that
General Taggart had been criticising the police information about
labour unrest, impelled thereto by Major Melville Leigh, of the mili-
tary intelligence. I told Sir George that it was very dangerous to
have soldiers spying on workmen. They would raise a cry of military
dictatorship and provoke srikes. Sir George promised to see Lord
Derby and stop it if he could. He also authorised me to take stringent
action against two ringleaders. I went to the Ministry of Munitions
and saw the Parliamentary Under-secretary, Kellaway, who announced
that last night Dr. Addison, the Minister, had authorised the deportees
from die Clyde to go back. It was against one of these men that I
proposed to take action. Kellaway said, " Well, it is too late now."
I replied, " Well, I am glad it is not my responsibility," and parted
somewhat stiffly. Dr. Addison has begun very badly by conceding
everything and trusting that the discontented agitators will cease
troubling. But this is just the sort of atmosphere that brought about
the rebellion in Ireland.
Dec. 22. I hear that Spring Rice, our Ambassador in Washington,
has telegraphed, advising that we should defer our reply to President
Wilson's Peace Note -until the French have answered it, as a rejection
by them will be better received than one from us.